[bookmark: vergleichsanalyse_rki_desinfektio_bce093]Comparative analysis: RKI disinfectant list
[bookmark: zusammenfassung_der_änderungen]17th edition (October 2017) → 18th edition (January 2026)
Summary of changes
The 18th edition of the RKI disinfectants list (as of 27.01.2026) replaces the 17th edition (as of 31.10.2017) after almost 9 years. The comparison shows significant updates in all areas with a significant modernization of requirements and a significant update of the listed products.

[bookmark: bm_1_änderungen_in_den_anforderungen][bookmark: bm_1_1_wirkungsbereichsdefinition_da01ec]1. Changes in requirements
1.1 Definitions of Sphere of Effect - CRITICAL CHANGE
17th edition (2017):
· Area of action B: "suitable for inactivating viruses, corresponds to the definition of 'virucidal'"
· No special mention of "virucidal PLUS"
18th edition (2026):
· Area of action B: "suitable for inactivating viruses, corresponds to the definition of 'virucidal' - effective against enveloped and non-enveloped viruses"
· NEW: For alcohol-containing products for surface disinfection,  effective area B corresponds to the definition of "virucidal PLUS"
· NEW: For alcohol-containing products for hand disinfection,  B applies to "vegetative bacteria including mycobacteria and yeasts" (no longer fungal spores!)
[bookmark: bm_1_2_thermische_verfahren]Practical effect:
· The virucidal efficacy was defined in a more differentiated way
· In the case of hand sanitizers, fungal spore efficacy is no longer required as standard for area of action A
· This is a clarification of the requirements - alcohol-based hand sanitizers do not have to kill fungal spores
1.2 Thermal processes
Change to Burn Area of Effect:
· 17th Edition: Area of Effect ABC
· 18th edition: Effective area ABCD (now also effective against gas gangrene and tetanus spores)
Practical effect: Incineration is recognized as a more comprehensive method of disinfection.
[bookmark: bm_1_3_chemische_mittel_und_verfahren]1.3 Chemical agents and processes
NEW in the 18th edition:
· Updated standard references: DIN EN 16615 and DIN EN 16616:2022-10 for chemothermal laundry disinfection have been supplemented
· Test Methodology: Reference to VAH Methodology Book Complete Edition (April 2025)
· Validation: Increased requirements for the validation of hydrogen peroxide room disinfection processes

[bookmark: bm_2_neue_pflichten_und_ausnahmen]2. New obligations and exceptions
[bookmark: bm_2_1_kontinuierliche_waschmaschinen]2.1 Continuous washing machines
NEW in 18. Output:
· Product name changed: "Senking P 50/P 36 car wash" → "JENSEN UniQ5040 tunnel washer"
· Manufacturer: JENSEN GmbH (formerly Jensen GmbH)
Practical effect: Existing plants can continue to be operated, provided that conditions are met (point 3.4.4).
[bookmark: bm_2_2_flächendesinfektion_ausnahmen]2.2 Surface disinfection - exceptions
Increased restrictions on perlinks:
The 18th edition specifies the restrictions on peroxide-based surface disinfectants:
1. Not suitable for surfaces noticeably contaminated with blood
1. Not suitable for porous surfaces (e.g. raw wood)
Practical effect: In case of blood or body fluid contamination, aldehyde-based or chlorine-based disinfectants must be used.
[bookmark: bm_2_3_abfalldesinfektion_neue_fl_ff7f63]2.3 Waste disinfection - New flexibility
NEW in 18. Issue (point 3.4.4):
'Procedures or types of apparatus listed in earlier editions of the list and no longer listed above may continue to be operated, provided that the entry has not been cancelled by the RKI, the types of apparatus are unchanged, the conditions for operation laid down in the admission notice are complied with, and regular maintenance and testing for functionality is ensured.'
Practical effect: Investment protection for existing systems - devices that are no longer listed individually may continue to be operated if they meet the requirements.

[bookmark: bm_3_produktänderungen]3. Product Changes
[bookmark: bm_3_1_instrumentendesinfektion_t_cd37f9]3.1 Instrument disinfection (Table 1)
ACCOUNTED FOR 18. Output:
· Medichem ID VV (medichem distribution) - completely removed
· Sekusept forte (Ecolab) - completely removed
· Sekusept PLUS (Ecolab) - mentioned in the section "Disinfectants no longer listed"
Practical effect:
1. Users of Sekusept PLUS and Sekusept forte have to switch to alternatives
1. Sekusept aktiv remains listed
[bookmark: bm_3_2_flächendesinfektion_tabelle_2]3.2 Surface disinfection (Table 2)
ACCOUNTED FOR 18. Output:
	Product Name
	Manufacturer
	Active ingredient

	Incidin PLUS
	Ecolab
	Biguanide

	B 5
	Orochemy
	Aldehyde

	Budenat Acute D 441
	BUZIL
	Aldehyde

	Desifor Protect
	DR. SCHNELL
	Aldehyde

	Desomed Perfect
	Desomed
	Aldehyde

	ERVE NOROCID
	ERVE Germany
	Aldehyde

	hygienicVIRUZID
	Hagleitner
	Aldehyde

	Kohrsolin extra
	Bode Chemie
	Aldehyde

	Melsitt
	B. Braun
	Aldehyde

	Minutil
	Ecolab
	Aldehyde

	Noscosept
	Dr. Nösken
	Aldehyde

	Ultrasol F
	Dr. Schumacher
	Aldehyde

	Apesin AP100
	tana-Chemie
	Connections

	Dismozon pur
	Bode Chemie
	Connections

	Incidin rapid
	Ecolab
	(not listed)

	B3
	Orochemy
	(not listed)



Table 1: Discontinued surface disinfectants
NEW in 18. Output:
· DESIFOR-ONE PROTECT (DR. SCHNELL) - Compounds, 3% GV, 240 min, effective range FROM
Practical effect:
· Massive clean-up of aldehyde-based surface disinfectants
· Trend towards peroxide-based systems discernible
· Users of the discontinued products must switch to listed alternatives
[bookmark: bm_3_3_hygienische_händedesinfekt_9a5632]3.3 Hygienic hand disinfection (Table 3)
ACCOUNTED FOR 18. Output:
• Aseptopur (Desomed)
• Cimo Sept Hands (DR. SCHNELL)
• Cimo Skin (DR. SCHNELL)
• desderman pure (Schülke & Mayr) - only "pure" is omitted, "desderman" and "desderman pure" remain
• Kentoman (NORDENTA)
• mucasept A (Schülke & Mayr)
• Orlin Suprades HD (ANTI-GERM) - now "ORLIN SUPRADES HD" (Kersia Germany)
• SARAYA Skin/Hand Disinfection (SARAYA Europe)
• Skinman clear (Ecolab) - officially cancelled
• Skinsept F (Ecolab) - officially cancelled
CHANGES to existing products:
· Manorapid Synergy: Distributor changed from "Antiseptica" to "Lysoform"
Practical effect:
· Ecolab has withdrawn several hand sanitizers from the market
· Skinman complete, Skinman complete pure and Skinman soft remain available
[bookmark: bm_3_4_chemothermische_wäschedesi_710fa8]3.4 Chemothermal laundry disinfection (Table 4)
CANCELLED proceedings (excerpt):
• ARENAS process with 5 ml ARENAS-wash (without excellent)
• BEICLEAN CONTROL process (CHT Germany)
• OXYPLEX procedure with OSETTA/UNIPLEX (BurnusHychem)
• OXYPLEX plus procedure (some variants)
• Trebon 3 process (Chemische Fabrik Kreussler)
NEW proceedings in 18. Output:
• ARENAS process with "ARENAS-wash and ARENAS-excellent" (new combination)
• ARENAS process with "ARENAS-alcawash" + "ARENAS-oxydes"
• Trisanox process with "Trisanox B and Trisanox C" (70°C, 10 min, AB)
• Turbo Oxysan process with "Turbo Usona and Turbo Oxysan" (30°C→40°C, A)
• Ariel Formula Pro Process (Procter & Gamble) - NEW
• AWAXAT process at 65°C (August Wencke)
• Desosan process (Christeyns)
• Destex process (Textile Catering Service)
• Lavo Des 60 Plus Procedure (Kleen Purgatis)
• mopEltra process (Ecolab)
• Ozerna Sept Plus Procedure (BFA)
• SAFESEPT MAX procedure (PRISMAN)
• SAFE ST DISINFECTING WASHING POWDER (PRISMAN)
• Trixon process (several variants with Aliplex/Osetta/Uniplex)
Practical effect:
· Significant expansion of the variety of procedures
· More Low-temperature processes (40°C, 30-40°C)
· New manufacturers on the market (Procter & Gamble, PRISMAN, Textil Catering Service)
· Trend towards energy-efficient disinfection washing processes

[bookmark: bm_4_praktische_auswirkungen_nach_89a22d]4. Practical implications by application
[bookmark: bm_4_1_für_krankenhäuser_und_medi_533858]4.1 For hospitals and medical facilities
Instrument disinfection:
· Changeover necessary for users of Sekusept PLUS/forte
· Secusept active remains available
· Peracetic acid preparations unchanged
Surface disinfection:
· Massive product clean-up of aldehyde preparations
· For blood/body fluids: Check whether the product used is still listed
· Alternative: Chlorine-based agents (still available)
Hand disinfection:
· Alcohol-based preparations largely unchanged
· Ecolab users: Verification required (Skinman clear/Skinsept F omitted)
[bookmark: bm_4_2_für_pflegeeinrichtungen]4.2 For care facilities
Laundry disinfection:
· Significantly more choice in chemothermal processes
· Energy savings possible through low-temperature processes (40°C)
· New combination preparations available
Surface disinfection:
· Conversion required for many aldehyde preparations
· Peroxide-based products as an alternative (note: not for blood!)
[bookmark: bm_4_3_für_labore]4.3 For laboratories
Waste disinfection:
· Existing plants: protection of the status quo if the conditions are complied with
· Hydrogen Peroxide Room Disinfection: Stricter Validation Requirements
· HEPA Filter Disinfection: Unchanged
Instrument disinfection in RDG:
· Systems unchanged (BHT, Riebesam)
· Operating parameters stable
[bookmark: bm_4_4_für_kindertagesstätten_und_186360]4.4 For daycare centers and nursing homes
Hand disinfection:
· Proven products mostly available
· For new purchases: Check the current list
Surface disinfection:
· Caution with peroxide products: Not for blood/body fluids
· For gastrointestinal infections: Prefer chlorine-based agents (A+B effect)

[bookmark: bm_5_wichtige_handlungsempfehlungen]5. Important recommendations for action
[bookmark: bm_5_1_sofort_prüfen]5.1 Check Immediately
1. Inventory: Which disinfectants are currently used?
2. List comparison: Are all products still included in the 18th edition?
3. Tenders: Use the current RKI list as the basis for awarding contracts
[bookmark: bm_5_2_bei_entfallenen_produkten]5.2 In the case of discontinued products
1. Transitional period: Clarify how long discontinued products may still be used
2. Search alternative: Select listed product with the same range of action
3. Risk assessment: Update required when product change
4. Training: Inform employees about changed products
[bookmark: bm_5_3_dokumentation]5.3 Documentation
1. Disinfection plan: Update with new RKI list
2. Operating Instructions: Adjustment in the event of a product change
3. Hygiene plan: Reference to current 18th edition

[bookmark: bm_6_zusammenfassende_bewertung]6. Summary assessment
[bookmark: positive_entwicklungen]Positive developments
• More precise domain definitions: clarity in the case of virucidal effects
• More variety of processes: especially for laundry disinfection
• Energy efficiency: Low-temperature processes newly listed
• Protection of the status quo: Old waste disinfection plants can continue to be operated
• Up-to-dateness: Reference to new standards and test guidelines
[bookmark: herausforderungen]Challenges
• Product clean-up: Many established products are no longer available (especially aldehydes)
• Need for conversion: Facilities have to change products
• Peroxide restrictions: Not for blood - important to note!
• Training effort: Employees must know new products
[bookmark: kritische_punkte_für_die_praxis]Critical points for practice
1. Surface disinfection of blood/body fluids:
• Peroxide products are excluded
• Alternative: chlorine or aldehydes (if still listed)
2. Instrument disinfection:
• Secuept products greatly reduced
• Peracetic acid or Korsolex basic as an alternative
3. Laundry disinfection:
• Significantly more choice
• Check whether previous procedure is still listed

[bookmark: bm_7_überprüfungscheckliste_für_i_b6e9df]7. Review checklist for your facility
	Action
	Done?
	Note

	Inventory: Which products do we use?
	
	

	Comparison with 18th edition: Are they all still listed?
	
	

	In the case of discontinued products: Alternative identified?
	
	

	Disinfection plan updated?
	
	

	Risk assessment adjusted?
	
	

	Operating instructions updated?
	
	

	Employees trained?
	
	

	Procured new products?
	
	

	Hygiene specialist informed?
	
	

	Documentation archived (17th + 18th edition)?
	
	



Table 2: Checklist for the implementation of the 18th edition
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